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Austin greeted day five of the 850-mile, two-week Rise Across Texas fundraising bike ride with a Texas embrace that extended from warm sunshine to
lunch plates heaped with steaming barbecue. After riding 34 miles from
Bastrom to Austin in the morning, Rise Across Texas riders were joined by
Governor Rick Perry, six-time Tour de France rider Kevin Livingston, and local
radio and TV personalities J.B. Hager, and Bob Cole plus nearly 150 local
cyclists for a 16-mile ride from the Rise School in southwest Austin through the
Hill Country to the Salt Lick restaurant in Driftwood.

On a mission. Riders join
the Rise Across Texas
campaign for Rise Schools.

The Rise Across Texas ride is generating funds for a three-million-dollar
campaign to build a permanent home for the Rise School in Austin, which is
currently housed at the Austin’s First Evangelical Free Church.

After enjoying a carnival-like party with face-painting, balloons, cotton candy
and a barbecue hosted by Salt Lick restaurant at the First Evangelical Free
Church, riders clutched their helmets to their chests for the national anthem, waved good by to a University of
Texas cheerleading squad and UT’s fierce-looking longhorn mascot Bevo and headed out into 78-degree
sunshine. Spring was definitely in the offing today in Austin.
Along with the cyclists, Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott, who was partially paralyzed by a tree that fell on him
while he was running, did the ride on his hand cycle. NCAA All-American and local running coach and VIP Gilbert
Tuhabonye also came out for the day—only he opted to skip the wheels and instead ran the 16-miles. After 90
minutes of riding inside a rolling enclosure protected by police vehicles in front of and behind the riders, the
cyclists arrived at the Salt Lick restaurant and were again feted with cookies, beer, and live music. Busses then
took the riders back to Austin.
After the celebrity ride, Rise Across Texas Foundation Executive Director Marilyn Carter said she was delighted
by the Wednesday afternoon turnout. “Austin has a very enthusiastic bike community,” she noted. Lance
Armstrong bike shop “Mellow Johnny’s came out for bike support and the crowd was just a happy, supportive
enthusiastic, get into the fun sort of crowd.”
“This ride was to raise money,” Carter added, “but also to raise awareness and support. We just want people in
the community to know about the cause and get engaged.”
At the ride Governor Rick Perry agreed with Carter’s assessment that cycling and the Rise School campaign go
hand in hand. “Texas is very much known as a cycling friendly state. When you couple that with the Rise School…
giving young, special needs kids the opportunity to get in the mainstream of life … it makes for a great
combination; the sum is greater than the parts.”
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To learn more about the Rise Across Texas event and the Rise Schools, visit www.riseacrosstexas.org.
For images of the celebrity ride, click here.
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Click here for related Rise Across Texas articles.
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AustinFit 3 weeks ago
From Twitter via BackType
Can't wait for next year! We all had a blast! RT @RiseAcrossTexas Fun times from the Celebrity Ride
http://budurl.com/dlfe

AustinCycleCamp 3 weeks ago
From Twitter via BackType
Rise Across Texas video wrap-up. Lucy leading the pack!?!? http://competitor.com/2010/03/othersites/news/rise-rolls-into-austin_4963

RiseAcrossTexas 3 weeks ago
From Twitter via BackType
Fun times from the Celebrity Ride http://budurl.com/dlfe thanks @corycmorrow, @AustinFit, @AustinCycling
& SOO many more!!!

Austinfit 3 weeks ago
From Twitter via UberVU
Can't wait for next year! We all had a blast! RT @RiseAcrossTexas Fun times from the Celebrity Ride
http://budurl.com/dlfe
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